
Off to a GrrReat Start!



The  
challenge officially kicked 
off on September 4, 2012, 
with an announcement on 
the Scholastic Book Clubs 
Facebook page. And to 
the chagrin of cat lovers 
everywhere, the Dog 
Team took the lead from 
the very beginning.

La, la,  
| didn’t 

hear that!



185,303 READING MINUTES
9,264 BOOKS DONATED... 
IN Just the First 3 DAYS!

And from there, the numbers of reading minutes and 
books donated grew exponentially, so that ten days into 
the challenge, Cat and Dog team members had logged 

nearly two million reading minutes—and donated over 
90,000 books to kids in need!

Postings on  

the Scholastic 

Book Clubs blog, 

Book Box Daily, 

provided additional 

information about 

Paws for Reading’s 

charitable efforts, as 

well as fun updates 

on the status of the 

reading teams.



September Howls
And Meows

An animated e-mail released in September was the first in  
a monthly series promoting the Paws for Reading program. 

Sent out to over 1.3 million teachers and parents,  
the e-mail appeared in inboxes with the subject line:  

Help Paws for Reading Donate Books to Kids in Need!  
Open rates were remarkably high,  

particularly among parents. Keeping with the  
creative tone established in  

the Paws for Reading calendar, 
September’s animated e-mail 

featured a cat and a dog 
dancing on a sofa and  

behaving every bit as silly  
as a pair of excited  

school kids.



—Samantha Hurst Harrell, GA

Facebook posts in September rallied 

students reading at home for the  

Cat Team to catch up with their 

opponents on the Dog Team.

From the very 

beginning of the Paws 

for Reading program, 

resoundingly positive 

comments were 

posted online by 

teachers, parents,  

and students.

Paws Pupularity
Comes Early!

225,333 
Books 

Donated!
Over  

4,500,000  
Minutes 
Read!

“�Dogs are winning in my 
classroom! And I’m excited  
to say that this promotion 
has turned some of my most 
reluctant readers on to 
reading! They can’t wait to 
read and log their minutes! 
Such a good cause, too!”



Spreading the goods
And news

Each biweekly Book Box Daily posting 

also featured inspirational art teachers 

could download, either as desktop 

wallpaper for their computers, or to print 

out as posters to distribute to students.
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Meanwhile,
Back at the MICROSITE 

With the official launch of the program, the count for reading 
minutes was underway! A key feature of the Paws microsite 
was the home page scoreboard showing real-time updates 

of the team competition.

Motivational messages from the Paws for Reading mascots 

were continuously updated to reflect the positioning of the 

teams and keep the energy high among partipating readers.

In September 
alone, participants 

registered 
over 115,000 
downloads!

“	My students are having fun with this  
program! Thanks for giving them extra  
motivation to read at home and help  
other kids at the same time!”

“	My son Isaac Gonzalez will read  
every day 30 minutes or more!!!”

“	I read 45 mins!!!!!!!!!!  
CATS RULE DOGS DROOL.” —Lauren G.

—Mrs. Chriss

—Sonia G.

Comments from the Book Box Daily blog:



OUR PLEDGE  TO 
read With Cats!

Cut along the dotted line.

Remember, you can  
read any book or eBook.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

2012

We, the undersigned, pledge to read at home  
for                         minutes each day
in an effort to beat the Dogs and help the Cats  
win the National Paws for Reading Challenge! 

Child:

Parent or Guardian:

Parents:  
Reading at home  

plays an important  
part in your child’s 

success in  
school.

We’re reading With Cats!

to help the Cats, log your reading minutes at:
scholastic.com/paws

For every 20 minutes you read at home  
a book will be donated to charity*.

* Up to 250,000 books.

(fill in minutes)

Paws for Reading is a registered  
trademark of Paws for Healing Inc.  

TM & © Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

2012

We, the undersigned, pledge to read at home  
for                         minutes each day
in an effort to beat the Cats and help the Dogs  
win the National Paws for Reading Challenge! 

(fill in minutes)

Child:

Parent or Guardian:

Parents:  
Reading at home  

plays an important  
part in your child’s 

success in  
school.

We’re reading With dogs!

to help the dogs, log your reading minutes at:

scholastic.com/paws
For every 20 minutes you read at home  

a book will be donated to charity*.
* Up to 250,000 books.

Paws for Reading is a registered  
trademark of Paws for Healing Inc.  

TM & © Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

OUR PLEDGE  TO 
read With dogs!

Cut along the dotted line.

Remember, you can  
read any book or eBook.

Right 
dog ear

Keep reading for the Dogs! 
Log your minutes at: scholastic.com/paws

Try this fun activity for class or 
home! Please print, photocopy, 
and distribute.
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Left 
dog ear

1.  Carefully cut out 
both dog ears and the 
three headband pieces.

How To Use This Sheet

2.  Tape or glue the headband 
pieces together to form a 
ring that fits on your head 
comfortably.

3.  Tape or glue the dog ears 
to either side of the head-
band. Wear your new ears 
proudly!

With this easy-to-assemble dog ear headband!

Show those cats 
who’s top dog!

READING’s NOT RUFF 
GO, DOG TEAM!

BARK!
WOOF!
HOWL!

2012

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

Help your team win. Read at home. 
Log your minutes at: scholastic.com/paws

Keep reading for the Cats! 
Log your minutes at: scholastic.com/paws

Try this fun activity for class or 
home! Please print, photocopy, 
and distribute.

C
at

 h
ea

db
an

d 
pi

ec
es

 (3
)

How to Use This Sheet

2.  Tape or glue the headband 
pieces together to form a 
ring that fits on your head 
comfortably.

3.  Tape or glue the cat ears 
to either side of the head-
band. Wear your new ears 
proudly!

1.  Carefully cut out 
both cat ears and the 
three headband pieces.

Left 
cat ear

Right 
cat ear

With this easy-to-assemble cat ear headband!

Show those dogs who’s 
the cat’s meow!

PROPERTY OF A 
PURRFECT READER!

MEOW!
PURR!
YOW!

2012

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

Help your team win. Read at home. 
Log your minutes at: scholastic.com/paws

IT’S
READING
CATS 

AND
DOGS 
IN HERE!

2012

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

We’re reading to help kids in need! 
scholastic.com/paws

HELP THE
DOGS WIN!
Read at home. Log your minutes at: 
scholastic.com/paws

MY READING-WITH- 
THE-DOGS BOOKMARK!

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

Fold here.

Instructions:
Cut out the bookmark along the dotted line. Fold where indicated, tape or glue 
together, and you’re done! Use the bookmark to keep your place and to keep 
track of the books you’re reading for the team!

BARK! 
WOOF!
HOWL!

Ruff translation:
“Keep on reading 
with the Dogs!”

Cut along 
the dotted line.

2012 HELP THE
CATS WIN!
Read at home. Log your minutes at: 
scholastic.com/paws

MY READING-WITH- 
THE-CATS BOOKMARK!

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

Cut along 
the dotted line.

Fold here.

Instructions:
Cut out the bookmark along the dotted line. Fold where indicated, tape or glue 
it together, and you’re done! Use the bookmark to keep your place and to keep 
track of the books you’re reading for the team!

MEOW! 
PURR!
YOW!

Kitty translation:
“Keep on reading 
with the Cats!”

2012

Bookmarks

Locker  
Posters

Books I read

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

date mInutes  
read

total minutes

Felines  
4-ever!

Cat team 
Reading logRemember, you can  

read any book or eBook.

Cat team member, please write your name here.

Paws for Reading is a registered trademark of Paws for Healing Inc. TM & © Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

log your total reading minutes online at: scholastic.com/paws

Books I read

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

date mInutes  
read

total minutes

dog team 
Reading log

Dogs  
are grr-8!

Dog team member, please write your name here.

Remember, you can  
read any book or eBook.

log your total reading minutes online at: scholastic.com/paws
Paws for Reading is a registered trademark of Paws for Healing Inc. TM & © Scholastic Inc. All rights reserved.

Reading Logs

Classroom  
Door Sign

Pledge  
Cards

The Paws for Reading challenge is on, but you’re still not sure whether you should join  
the Cat team or the Dog team! Well, there’s no need getting your hair on end, just take  
our On the Fence personality quiz and find out which team is right for you.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUBS

TAKE 
THE

ON The FeNCe QUIZ

Where would you rather 
read your favorite book? 
a. Outside 
b. Inside

At a party where music 
is playing, do you like to 
dance or watch others? 
a. Like to dance 
b. Watch others

When you get mad, which 
are you more likely to do? 
a. Shout and scream  
b. Get very quiet

Which activity do you  
like better? 
a. Sports  
b. Hanging out

Can everyone tell when 
you’re happy? 
a. Yes 
b. No

Would you rather eat your 
favorite food in a large 
portion all at once or in 
many small portions over  
a period of time? 
a. One large 
b. Many small

CONTINUE ON PAGE 2

1 4

2 5

3 6

When you have visitors  
in your house, do you:   
a.  Run to the front door  

to greet them
b. Stay in your room

Are you easily distracted  
when reading? 
a. Yes 
b. No

Do you comb your hair a lot? 
a. Yes 
b. No

A fun time out is when: 
a.  You’re with a lot  

of your friends
b.  You’re with one,  

trusted friend

Which is your  
stronger sense? 
a. Smell 
b. Hearing

I’m
 R

eADINg WITh DOgs! I’m
 R

eADINg WITh CATs!

All DONe?  NOW lOOk AT yOuR ANsWeRs:
If you answered the most 

questions with an a , then 
you are definitely a dog!

If you answered the most 
questions with a b , then you 

are unquestionably a cat!

10

11

7

8

9

On the Fence Quiz

A big hit among 

downloadables 

available in 

September were 

dog and cat 

ear headbands 

students could 

assemble and 

wear to show off 

their team spirit.

BIG TREATS ON THE
MICROSITE 



MeWOW!
The overwhelming reading  

minutes logged by participants  
led to a Paws for Reading  

DOUBLE-DOG DARE and the  
initial goal of 250,000 books  

donated to kids in need  
 was doubled to

500,000! 

Paws-Apalooza!
250,000 Books  
Donated!

That’s  
what |  
said!

It’s a lot  
of donated 

books.

Visits to the Paws microsite 

began with a special 

pop-up window alerting 

participants to the new 

book donation goal. 

To celebrate this first Paws for Reading milestone,  

a special Facebook posting was embedded with the cat 

and dog dancing again on the sofa to a rock ‘n’ roll beat.

That sure  
is a lot of  
donated  
barks!




