
A SPETacular Finish!



With only two weeks 
to go in the Paws for 
Reading challenge, 
reading on both the  
Cat and Dog teams went 
into full chase mode, 
and the holiday season 
saw the count of overall 
reading minutes on  
its way to top  
150 million!

Yes, but  
which team  

won?

Stay tuned  
for more after 
these important 

messages...



December
Howls and Meows 

December Book Box Daily and Facebook postings 
featured more fun wallpaper and poster downloads all 

with one—and only one— story to tell: the end of the 
Paws for Reading competition was only days away! 

In the final days,  
students were on  

track to have read over  
1.6 million minutes 

Every day  
since the beginning  

of the program!



Final Call
For cats and Dogs! 

Through e-mail and 
updates on the Paws 
microsite, teachers 
and students were 
encouraged to stay 
motivated and keep up 
the reading at home,  
right to the finish!

Motivational messaging 
from the Paws mascots 
cheered on participants 
through the final days of 

the challenge. 



And the Winner is... 
READING AT HOME! 

On December 14, 2012, readers did it again!

Over
160 Million
reading minutes 

logged.

“	Amazing! Can you please offer  
a program for the spring?  
My kids loved this so much!”

—Allison Perani Hogan, Teacher, TX



95,096,927  
65,327,508  

160,424,435  

Numbers, Numbers, 
Numbers

Joy,  
oh, joy, the  
Dog Team  

won! Oh, go  
choke on  

a hair ball…

Total Reading  
Minutes Logged  
by the Dog Team

Total Reading  
Minutes Logged  
by the Cat Team

Total Reading  
Minutes Logged

Oh, yeah. And  
the Dog Team won.



PAWTY TIME ON
the Microsite! 

An animated announcement kicked off the fun on the Paws 
microsite, with a tally of the final numbers and a howl for 

the winning Dog Team! Teachers and students were invited 
to print out the final scoreboard as well as a giant poster of 

cats and dogs in full celebration.

Over 10,000 
downloads 

in December, 
including 

certificates—and 
bobbleheads!



EVERY Reader is 
A Winner! 

From top dog to coolest 

cat, every student who 

participated in  

Paws for Reading earned  

a special certificate of 

accomplishment, available 

for download from the 

Prints & Rewards page of 

the Paws microsite.

In addition to new  

festive-themed bookmarks 

and reading logs, students 

could choose from fun 

extras like finger puppets 

and easy-to-assemble 

bobbleheads—all available 

for download, even after 

the race was over.



THANKS TO (AND From)
The Teachers 

The Paws for Reading message appeared on teacher blogs throughout the fall 
of 2012. By the end, teachers were wondering if the program would continue 
into the spring, or be repeated in the next school year—with suggestion that 

teams be open to other paw-footed friends, from rabbits to raccoons!  

A final thank you e-mail in January let teachers know 

that the counter on the Paws microsite was available 

as a tool to track reading minutes into the spring.

“	Mrs. Selvidio’s students have 
not only learned to care for 
others by participating in this 
service project, but they have 
also become better readers as 
a result. Fairview is so proud 
of the hard work of all the 
students who participated in 
this challenge. We know that 
each child is also proud of how 
they helped get books into the 
hands of children in need all 
over the United States.”

—Richard Wikfors, Teacher, NC



A HAPPY NEW YEAR
FOR READING AT HOME      

The success of Paws for Reading was measured by the 

incredible outreach of teachers, and the energy and 

exuberance of its student participants.

In their determination to help other kids less fortunate than 

themselves, these same students inspired their teachers, 

parents, and their communities.

Thanks to their efforts, kids who never before owned 

books have become new and proud readers, discovering 

for themselves—and with their families—that yes, reading 

at home is fun, and that the world of books and the better 

future it makes possible is theirs to share and celebrate.

Less than  
a month after the Paws  

microsite counter reopened  
in January 2013, students  

have logged 

1.4 million new 
reading minutes— 

and the number rises  
every day!

That’s  
what |  
said!

Paws  
for Reading  

was a great cause, 
with an incredibly  

effective  
message.

In the end,  
Paws for Reading 
was a great cause,  
with an incredibly 

effective  
message!
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